The American archipelagoes are extremely important, because it was in these
islands that the i1dea of creolization, that is, the blend of cultures, was most
brilhantly fulfilled. Continents reject mixings . . . [whereas] archipelic thought
makes 1t possible to say that neither each person’s identity nor the collective
identity are fixed and established once and for all. I can change through ex-

change with the other, without losing or diluting my sense of self. And it is
archipelic thought that teaches us this.

- Edouard Glissant on archipelic thought



